
 
 

Character Questions 
1. What character(s) was your favorite? 

Why? 

2. What character(s) did you dislike? 

Why? 

3. Find an example where the author adds 

depth to a character through a 

descriptive passage (no quotes). 

4. Find an example where the author adds 

depth to a character through the 

comments of another character (list 

the quotes). 

5. Find an example where the author adds 

depth to a character through a specific 

action the character does. 

6. Find an example where the author adds 

depth to a character though that 

characters own words (list the quotes). 

7. Does anyone in this selection remind 

you of anyone you know? Explain. 

8. Are you like any character in this 

story? Explain. 

9. If you could be any character in this 

story, who would you be? Explain. 

10. What quality of the protagonist strikes 

you as a good characteristic to develop 

within yourself over the years?  Why? 

How does this character demonstrate 

this quality? 

11. What quality of the antagonist do you 

most admire? Detest? Explain. 

12. Do you share any of the feelings of the 

characters in this work? Explain. 

13. Do any of the characters mature or 

“grow up” during the story (dynamic 

character)? 

 

 

 

 

Plot Development Questions 
14. What sort of conflict confronts the 

leading character or characters at the 

start of the story (initial conflict)? Is 

the conflict external or internal? 

15. What events happen to help develop 

the conflict (rising action)? 

16. What is the high point (climax) of the 

action in the story? 

17. What happens after the high point 

(falling action)? 

18. How is the initial conflict resolved? Is 

a solution found?  Do the characters 

agree to disagree? 

19. Are the events or incidents of the plot 

presented in flashback or in 

chronological order? 

 

Point of View, Setting, and Theme 

Questions 

20. What is the predominant element in the 

story—plot, theme, character, setting? 

21. Who tells the story?  What point of 

view is used (first person, omniscient)? 

22. Where does the primary action take 

place? 

23. What is the time setting for the 

action? Year? Season? Time of day? 

24. How much time does the story cover (a 

few minutes, days, a lifetime)? 

25. What is the general theme or lesson 

about life that the story is trying to 

make?  Can you think of any other 

stories with a similar theme? 

 

Other Literary Device Questions 

26. Does the story contain any of the 

following: symbolism, suspense, surprise 

ending, irony, or satire? 

27. Can you find any examples of figurative 

language (Simile, Metaphor, or 

Personification)? 
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Writing Style Questions 
28. Overall, what kind of feeling did you 

have after reading a few paragraphs of 

this story?  Midway? After finishing 

the story? 

29. Did you like the story? Why or why not. 

30. What emotions did you feel as you read 

through the story? Explain. 

31. Upon what in the text did you focus 

most intently as you read—what word, 

phrase, image or idea? 

32. What do you feel is the most important 

word, phrase, passage, or paragraph of 

this story?  Explain. 

33. Were there any parts of this story 

that were confusing to you?  Which 

ones?  What seemed to confuse you? 

 

Reader Impression Questions 
34. Do you think that the title of this story 

was appropriate?  Is it significant?  

What does the title mean?  

35. Would you have given the story another 

title? What? 

36. Sometimes stories leave you with the 

feeling that there is more to tell.  Did 

you feel this way about this story? 

Explain. 

37. Imagine that you could ask the author 

about what happened next.  What do 

you think he or she would say? 

38. Would you change the ending of this 

story in any way? Explain.  What 

changes would you make? 

39. If you were asked to write about your 

reading of this text, upon what would 

you focus? Would you write about some 

memory, some aspect of the text 

itself, about the author, or something 

else? Explain. 

40. If you were an English teacher, would 

you share this story with your 

students? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

About the Author 
41. What sort of person do you imagine the 

author to be? 

42. Where do you think the author came up 

with the idea for this story? 

43. Would you like to read anything else by 

this author? Why or why not? 

44. Do you feel that there is an opinion 

expressed by the author through this 

story? What is it? How do you know 

this? Do you agree with the author? 

Explain. 

 

Connecting to Other Selections 
45. Do any incidents, ideas, or actions in 

this work remind you of your own life or 

something that has happened to you? 

Explain. 

46. Does the text call to mind any other 

literary work (poem, play, film, or 

story)?  If so, what is the work and 

what is the connection you see between 

the two? 

47. What memory does the text call to 

mind—of people, places, events, sights, 

sounds, smells, or even something more 

ambiguous like feelings or attitudes? 

 

Paired Reading Questions 
48. How did your understanding of the 

story differ from that of your 

discussion partner?  In what ways are 

they similar? 

49. How did your understanding of the 

story or your feelings about it change 

as you discussed the story with your 

partner? 

50. What did you observe about your 

discussion partners understanding as 

the talk progressed? 

 

 

 

 


